Pericardial
Disease

Heart

Images from an MRI can help your doctor understand if
there are issues with your heart

SYMPTOMS AND DESCRIPTION

Symptoms include: Chest pain, difficult catching a breath, dizziness, fainting
spells, and leg swelling.

Description: This is a disease affecting the outer layer of the heart and can
include abnormal masses, inflammation and collection of fluid, and increased
thickness. It can be caused by infections, inflammation, spread of cancer, drugs,
radiation therapy, and trauma.

WHY MRI

Heart MRI captures clear images of your heart and can find any abnormal
structures. It can also give your doctor information about what it is made of and
whether it is cancerous. Depending on how the other chambers and structures
are affected, your doctor may need to refer you for surgery or procedure.

IMAGES

Different types of pericardial diseases are shown (highlighted by orange arrows). A and
B: Thickened pericardium. C: Inflammation of the pericardium (arrow) which resolved
after treatment. D: Pericardial cyst (arrow). E: Large pericardial effusion which required
urgent drainage.
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